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Presenting Our New Co-Spokesperson: 
Amory Peck of Bellingham, Washington 


The Affirmation Council is pleased 
to announce the election of a new Co- 
spokesperson, Amory Peck. Amory shares 
responsibility with Co-spokesperson, R. 
Wesley Hagan of Arlington, Virginia. Af- 
firmation elects two spokespersons, one 
male and one female, who bear responsi- 
bility for representing the official views of 
the Affirmation Council and membership 
to the world. 

“T bring to this position commitment, 
training, and a stubborn belief in the ulti- 
mate justice-seeking nature of the United 
Methodist Church.” Amory is retired 
from a twenty-five year career in human 
resources. She operates her own consult- 
ing business “The Next Step” on a part- 
time basis. “I work a third of the time, 
volunteer a third of the time, and I play a 
third of the time. It’s a wonderful formula 
with lots of flexibility.” 


Amory has been a United Methodist all her 
life and foresees sticking with it. “At times 
I’m so frustrated, that I swear [ll leave-- 
then the anger and determination kick in 
and I say, ‘I’ll be damned if I’Il be run out 
of my own church home.’” Amory feels 
fortunate to be living in the Pacific North- 
west Conference of the U.M.C. which is 
welcoming to out gay and lesbian people. 
Amory is her congregation’s Lay Leader, 
District Lay Leader and a reserve Delegate 
to the Western Jurisdiction Conference of 
the U.M.C. 

Amory and her partner of ten years, 
Linda, celebrated their Holy Union in 1998 
with the participation and presence of 
several caring and supportive United Meth- 
odist clergy. While attending an Annual 
Conference session as a Lay Member 
Amory found her voice, “I had been listen- 
ing to people discussing the 1996 General 
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Conference. Both those speaking in 
opposition of our issues and those in favor 
were talking about ‘those people.’ That 
drove me to my feet to say “This is not an 
issue for me--this is my life! You aren’t 
talking about ‘those people,’ you’re talk- 
ing about me!” Amory expects to bring 
that same passion to the spokesperson role 
in Affirmation--an organization of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 
(GLBT) persons which, for over a quarter 
century, has witnessed to the church with 
their own voices. 

Like many Affirmation members, 
Amory is active in other progressive com- 
munity organizations such as Parents and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) 
and the Reconciling Ministries Network. 
“These groups have nurtured me, and I ap- 
preciate all the straight support they repre- 
sent, I am tired of others speaking for me. 
I have a voice of my own. I want to join 
my voice with the voices of other LGBT 
United Methodists, and I look forward to 
being female spokesperson with a bit of 
trepidation and a great deal of optimism.” 


you, are Invited; 


One of the points of real strength in 
the life of Affirmation is the 
representative nature of its leadership 
team -- the national council. 
Affirmation’s by-laws provide for a 
twenty-member council, part to be 
elected by Affirmation members as 
representatives from each geographical 
jurisdiction of the United Methodist 
Church, and part to be at-large members 
from across the country, elected by the 
council itself to balance the 
composition of the council in areas of 
gender, race, age, etc. The 
Council’s Nominations and Leadership 
Development Committee is given the 
responsibility to conduct these 


elections. But more important the 
committee continuously seeks to 
identify persons with the commitment, 
perspective, energy, gifts and skills 

to help Affirmation and its Council 
become ever stronger and more 
effective in its mission as an activist 
caucus of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgendered people and their families 
and friends, organized to speak with 
the voice of LGBT people. 

We have current vacancies on the 
Council to fill, and in 2003 will hold 
regional representative elections. YOU 
ARE INVITED any time, but especially 
now, to let us know of your own interest 
or suggest the names of others you 


believe are ones who should be invited 
to consider council membership. We 
await with excitement your response to 
this invitation and look forward to 
getting acquainted with many more of 
you who have much to contribute to 
Affirmation, either as council members 
or as volunteers in other vital roles. 
Please use the information on the front 
page masthead of this newsletter (phone, 
e-mail or snail mail) to contact us soon! 
Please indicate that you are wanting 
your information to be given to 
Affirmation’s Nominations and 
Leadership Development 
Committee. 

Thank you!! 


Winter Council Meeting: 
“You gotta give ‘em hope!” 
by Gary Shephard 
The Affirmation National Council met 
in Oakland California January 18th-21st. 
In our opening worship Co-spokesperson, 
R. Wesley Hagan shared with us a plaque 

he had just purchased in the Bay area, 
quoting San Francisco’s first gay elected 
official, Harvey Milk (who was assassinat- 
ed in the late 70’s). For our “committee of 
the whole” sessions we kept that plaque on 
the table in front of us. It read “You gotta 
give ‘em hope.” 

The fund raising committee planned 
the annual membership campaign. This 
spring will see the rollout of a common 
theme leading up to 2004 General Con- 
ference. While no unfavorable language 
was deleted from the Book of Discipline 
in 2000, there were favorable changes. 
Language was added to the Discipline 
requiring all candidates for ministry to 
be willing to “minister with all persons 
with out regard to . . .sexual orientation” 
(see paragraphs 321 and 326 in the 2000 
Discipline dealing with requirements for 
ordination of Deacons and Elders). Also 
added was a new sentence to the Social 
Principles --“We implore families and 
churches not to reject or condemn their 
lesbian and gay members and friends.” If 
we can build on these small changes at 
the 2004 General Conference and beyond, 
eventually we’ll turn walls into bridges. 

“Brick by brick, we’re turning walls 
into bridges” will be our theme leading up 
to 2004. Graphics on materials promot- 
ing our program will show a wall being 
torn down and a bridge being built year by 
year. By 2004 the wall will be gone and 
the bridge will be complete. For GC 2004 


we'll have T-shirts with the final graphic. 
The Affirmation Council commissioned 
a strategic visioning task force whose 


work will inform our writing of new 


MISSION STATEMENT 
Affirmation is an activist caucus of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen- 
dered people, and our family and friends, organized to speak for our- 
selves. Together we: 1. Proclaim a gospel of respect, love and justice. 
2. Relentlessly pursue policies and processes that support full partici- 


pation of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people in all areas 
and levels of the United Methodist Church. 3. Overcome the barriers 
that diminish our common humanity by excluding or judging people 
because of their race, gender, class or physical abilities. 4. Empower 
people to undertake works of inclusion and justice where they are. 


vision and mission statements and a new 
long range plan. The last long range plan 
was completed over ten years ago. It’s 
time for us to assess the organizations 
goals and directions. 

It’s getting to be that time again! Work 
is underway for General Conference 
2004. We might make a lot of progress 
in 2004, we might only just hold our own 
and make incremental improvements as 
we did in 2000, but our efforts and the 
efforts of allied friends and organizations 


will be essential if we are to maintain a 
viable presence within the United Method- 
ist Church. Council members are actively 
attending coalition meetings and confer- 
ences, networking with GLBT activists 
and allies, keeping our ears and eyes open, 
and giving voice to the concerns of GLBT 


United Methodists. 

Our newsletter schedule has been a little 
irregular since GC 2000 as I’m sure most 
of you have noticed. We are a volunteer 
organization, and when things happen to 
volunteers (computer crashes, the odd 
emergency surgery) the next thing you 
know the newsletter’s all off schedule. 

We have named a new, volunteer interim 
Newsletter editor, Steven E. Webster who 
is gearing up with this, his first issue of the 
newsletter. We expect to be establishing a 
more regular newsletter schedule into the 


future. 

Judy WestLee, our female Co-conve- 
ner, represented Affirmation at the Clergy 
Alliance gathering last Fall. Kevin Higgs 
will represent us at the up-coming Church 
Within a Church meeting, and Judy will 
attend the KairosComotion meeting in 
Madison, Wisconsin in late February. 

The Council covered a lot of ground 
in this meeting. It is an energetic Coun- 
cil ready to take on our church. There is 
reason to hope that one day the U.M.C 
will change. 


Announcement of Corporate 


Meeting of Affirmation 

The corporate annual meeting of Af- 
firmation: United Methodists for Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgendered Con- 
cerns, Inc., will take place on Saturday, 
April 6, 2002, at 2 p.m. at: 

Pittsburgh Plaza Hotel 
1500 Beers School Rd 
Moon Township, PA 15108 
(412) 264-7900 
The location is near Pittsburgh Interna- 
tional Airport. 

The agenda includes: election of Coun- 
cil members for the May 2002-April 2005 
term, elections to fill any other vacant 
Council positions, and other matters of 
interest to the Corporation. All members 
in good standing are eligible to vote. 


Financial Support Needed 

Affirmation has been working for 
GLBT inclusion in the United Methodist 
Church for 27 years and continues today. 
We have several new plans coming up that 
will broaden our impact and will bring this 


church closer to Christ. But to do this, we 
need financial support. We are quite ef- 
ficient in how we spend our funds. Much 
of our spending is through in-kind dona- 
tions. In-kind means people volunteering 
their time and ideas and paying directly 
for services and supplies to underwrite our 
programs. These contributors cost Affir- 
mation nothing. But we still need funding 
to support our work. 

So in this time of crisis, don’t forget 
our (and your) important work at Affirma- 
tion. Please consider making a contribu- 
tion with the enclosed contribution card 
in this newsletter. Ask your friends and 
acquaintances to contribute so they receive 
our newsletter also. This will get them 
another beautiful Christmas card from Af- 
firmation next Christmas too in apprecia- 
tion for their support of a more inclusive 


United Methodist Church. 


AFFIRMATION NEWSLETTER 
Affirmation is a quarterly publication. Only Affirmation’s 
elected spokespersons may represent the official positions 
of the organization. Opinions offered in signed or unsigned 
columns, letters and articles are those of the writers and do 
not necessarily represent the opinions of Affirmation. 


Interim editor: Steven E. Webster 
Newsletter design: Jim Dietrich Graphics 


Lee Frances Heller 


God’s Gift to the 


Transgendered 
by Rachel Miller 


A Christian may be defined as a fol- 
lower of Jesus Christ. A person who loves 
God and all of God’s children. A person 
who’s heart is a conduit for God’s uncon- 
ditional love. Lee Frances Heller lived 
her life as a Christian. Her ministry to the 
transgendered community was a testimony 
to her commitment to the principles that 
Jesus lived. 


Leo F. Heller, Jr. was born on April 5, 
1919 in Youngstown, Ohio in humble cir- 
cumstances. He led a singularly undistin- 
guished life finally becoming a resident at 
the Good Shepherd Mission in Patterson, 
New Jersey. It was there that Leo commit- 
ted himself to God and changed his life’s 
direction. He later became chaplain of the 
mission and served as resident director for 
20 years. He retired in 1985 and moved to 
Jackson, Mississippi to be close to family 
members. By this time Leo had managed 
to reconcile his Christian faith with his 
lifelong realization that he was transgen- 
dered. Leo could now live as Lee Frances. 

“God can give us an acceptance of 
ourselves and help us to stop fighting the 
losing battle against our crossdressing. In 
my ignorance, I fought it. . .until I reached 
the age of 67... .I finally accepted myself 
for what God made me. . .a born-again 
Christian crossdresser. . . .” 

As wonderful as it was to finally find 
rest in the Lord, that wasn’t enough. Lee 
undertook a personal crusade to share this 
reconciliation with other crossdressers and 
transsexual persons through countless let- 
ters and articles. She started an ambitious 
project publishing the Grace and Lace 
Letter (G&LL) in 1990 to share the mes- 
sage of God’s love for all of us. 

Lee had little money but still gave away 
her letter. She suffered from many health 
problems but somehow managed to keep 
working for the benefit of transgendered 
people everywhere. Finally in 1997 
when the effort became too much for her, 
she stopped publishing G&LL. Still she 
couldn’t rest for long because she wanted 
to continue sharing God’s love with her 
transgendered brothers and sisters. So 
later that same year she launched a smaller 
publication called the Christian Love Let- 
ter. The core messages of God’s love and 
acceptance remained. 

She continued to publish until her death 
on May 19, 2000. Her last article, “Over- 
religious Pain-in-the-Neck Christianity,” 
was was the Easter edition and reminded 


us again of God’s message to the transgen- 
dered--“Be assured that God loves you and 
wants to bless your life and bring some joy 
into it. Never mind what some Christian 
person has done to you or spoken nega- 
tively to you. Your spiritual life is not in 
that person’s hand. God created you and 
knows you and will put His life into your 
soul.” 

At her memorial service, the Rev. Susan 
Bock described Lee’s tireless efforts to 
share God’s love, “Lee Frances taught us 
. . .to be ourselves. To take up the very 
life and destiny, and use the particular gifts 
God has given us. To live from the inside- 
out, taking our cues from the Holy Spirit 
of God. . .she taught us to reach out in love 
to all those on the margins, suffering in 
any way, and to bring them close in to the 
heart of God. . .Lee Frances. . .proclaimed 
that compassion is the highest order of 
human relationships, and God’s deepest 
desire for them. Not judgment. Not fear. 
But compassion.” 

To learn more about Lee Frances Heller 
read By the Grace of God; Lee Frances Heller 
and Friends, edited by Julie Ann Johnson. 

Julie has developed a powerful ministry that 
supplies free copies of the book to all trans- 
gendered people upon request. E-mail Julie 
at julie@fwwv.net. Others can order the book 
from the International Foundation for Gender 
Education (IFGE) http://www.ifge.org. Phone: 
(781) 899-2212. This book is a must read for 
transgendered Christians and other Christians 
who wish to understand transgendered people 
in the context of the teachings of Jesus Christ. 


Council Member Helps 
Promote General Conference 
Petitions In Oklahoma 


Annual Conference 

In late January, Affirmation Council 
Member, John Calhoun was among a 
number of persons from Epworth United 
Methodist Church of Oklahoma City to 
go before a committee of the Oklahoma 
Annual Conference to present petitions 
destined for the 2004 General Conference 
seeking changes in the United Methodist 
Book of Discipline. Among the changes 
proposed was the deletion of the Social 
Principles’ statement that “. . .we do not 
condone the practice of homosexuality and 
consider this practice incompatible with 
Christian teaching. . . .’The presentation to 
the Oklahoma Annual Conference petition 
committee was a group effort by members 
of the Epworth congregation. The peti- 


tions were drafted by Rev. A.W. Martin, 


retired religion professor at Oklahoma 
City University. The Rev. Jeni Markham 
Clewell, a Deacon serving Epworth 
Church and a member of the Reconciling 
Ministries Network Board of Directors 
was the congregation’s lead presenter. 
Affirmation Council’s John Calhoun, the 
congregation’s Lay Member of Annual 
Conference and others also spoke. The 
Epworth Church group was cordially 
received. 

Calhoun was not hopeful that these 
petitions would receive the endorsement 
of the conservative Oklahoma Confer- 
ence, but noted, “Committee members 
who had favorable impressions of LGBT 
people did speak up. Often such people 
(and ourselves) feel intimidated by saying 
anything contrary to ‘conventional wis- 
dom’ that might rock the boat. We learned 
something of what kind of presentation 
makes for the best understanding.” Speak- 
ing of the majority of United Methodists 
who are perceived as being “in the middle 
of the road” on the controversy over 
LGBT people in the church, Calhoun said, 
“T believe it’s dialogs like this that help 
sway the middle.” 

[Editor’s comment: While it is not 
necessary to take petitions directed to 
General Conference through Annual 
Conferences, Annual Conference endorse- 
ments can be helpful, and, as Calhoun 
suggests, may be important for creating 
forums for significant dialogue. Many 
Annual Conferences will be considering 
petitions for 2004 this year and next. It’s a 
way grass roots LGBT United Methodists 
and their friends can get involved.] 


Clergy Alliance to Meet 
April 16-17 in Chicago 
The Clergy Alliance will hold a meeting 

for all members in Chicago, April16-17, 
2002. The Clergy Alliance is comprised 
of persons called to ordained ministry 
(including seminarians and those called 
to ordained ministry but unable to serve 
because of sexual orientation restrictions) 
within The United Methodist Church who 
seek the full inclusion of persons of all 
sexual orientations and gender identities 
in all aspects of the church’s life. 
For more information, contact the Recon- 
ciling Ministries Network (RMN) office 
at: 3801 N. Keeler Avenue Chicago, IL 


60641 773-736-5526 or e-mail Jenn in 
the RMN office at jenn @rmnetwork.org 


ALABAMA’S CHIEF JUSTICE 
DECLARES HOMOSEXUALITY 
‘A SIN,’ BASES CUSTODY 


RULING PARTLY ON BIBLE 

Alabama Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Roy Moore recently issued an opinion in 
a child-custody case calling homosexual- 
ity “a sin” that “violates both natural and 
revealed law.” A portion of the ruling cites 
the biblical books of Genesis and Leviti- 
cus. 

The decision, In Re: D.H. v. H.H., 
concerns a lesbian living in California 
who sued her ex-husband in Alabama to 
obtain custody of the couple’s three minor 
children. The Alabama Supreme Court 
unanimously rejected the mother’s case, 
and Moore wrote a separate concurring 
opinion blasting homosexuality on reli- 
gious as well as legal grounds. 

Among other things, Moore called ho- 
mosexuality “an evil disfavored under the 
law,” “an inherent evil,” a “detestable and 
an abominable sin,” and “an act so hei- 
nous that it defies one’s ability to describe 
it.” Moore even suggested that execution 
is an appropriate penalty for gay people. 
“The State,” observed Moore, “carries the 
power of the sword, that is, the power to 
prohibit conduct with physical penalties, 
such as confinement and even execution. 
It must use that power to prevent the sub- 
version of children toward this lifestyle, to 
not encourage a criminal lifestyle.” 


Affirmation Council Member 
Joins Public Protest 


of Alabama Court 

Arally opposing Chief Justice Roy 
Moore and the Alabama Supreme Court 
was held by 150 people on the steps of the 
State Capitol, with clergy representatives 
from the Episcopal Church the Presbyte- 
rian Church, the United Methodist Church 
(counting the presence of Affirmation 
Council Member, Rev. Kevin Higgs) the 
Metropolitan Community Church and 
Soulforce. The only United Methodist 


clergy present was Rev. Kevin Higgs. The 


Episcopal Bishop of Alabama issued a 
statement joining the protest of the action 
and words of the Court and Chief Jus- 
tice Moore. Over a hundred letters and 
petitions were presented from all over the 
state and nation condemning the Alabama 
Supreme Court’s ruling and extremist 
language. 


40 United Methodist Activists 
Gather in Atlanta to launch 


“The Church within a Church” 


Chicago, February 18, 2002: United 
Methodists from across the country con- 
vened in Atlanta February 8-9 to launch 
the Church Within A Church (CWC) 
movement. The Church Within a Church 
movement is committed to create and sup- 
port faithful communities of grace, mercy 
and justice where all persons are empow- 
ered to live as God created them. Affir- 
mation was represented at the meeting by 
Rev. Kevin Higgs, Affirmation Council 
member. 

CWC will: 1. Embody a theological 
foundation within the Wesleyan tradition. 
2. Grow a network. 3, Create resources. 
4.Start new local churches and revive 


present ones. 

“The [CWC]’s forward thinking work 
is inline with our commitment to a truly 
diverse denomination which embodies the 
radical gospel of welcome”, Dan Vera, 
director of United Methodists of Color for 
a More Inclusive Church. 


Parents Reconciling Network 


Informational Brochures 
Parents Reconciling Network (PRN) 
brochures make it easy to spread the word 
about the Parent Network (an organization 

of United Methodist parents supporting 
their GLBT children) and to reach parents 
and families who may not be aware of the 
resources and support available through 
PRN. If you would like a supply of 

the brochures to place in your church’s 
literature rack or for distribution at local 
workshops and annual conference gather- 
ings, PFLAG meetings, or to share 

with friends, contact PRN 

(PRN @RMNetwork.org) or the National 
Coordinator (jstroud @sprintmail.com). 
One brochure is free; multiple copies are 


16 cents each. For shipping, add $4.00 for 


9-100 brochures, $6.50 for 100-200 
brochures. For larger orders, shipping 
will be billed at the lowest rate possible to 
have brochures reach you by your speci- 
fied date. 


Commotion in Frozen North 
Affirmation Council Members were 
present in Madison, Wisconsin for recent 


gathering of 300 progressive United Meth- 
odists called KairosCommotion. Issues of 


inclusion were a major topic. 
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